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Modro jezero

Modro jezero nastalo je urusavanjem dviju
susjednih vrtaca koje su se spojile dajuci
mu “bubrezast” oblik.

The Blue Lake

The Blue Lake was created from two
neighboring sinkholes which caved in and
merged, giving the lake its kidney-like shape.
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Teritori jednog vutjeg.
Zopora u Hrvatskoj se
proteze na nekoliko
stotina km

Aterritory of a wolf
pack in Croatia
stretches over on area
of afew hundred square
Kiometers

Djelovanje ¢ovjeka prijeti oéuvanju domace faune,
posebno $iSmisa, surog orla i vuka. PronalaZenje
uskladenosti izmedu gospodarskog razvoja i ekoloske
ravnoteZe jedan je od najvecih izazova kada je rije¢ o
zastiti prirode.
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Na podrugju imotskih jezera Zivi osam vrsta §ismisa. Gubitak stanista, uporaba pesticida,
zatvaranje 3pilja i uznemiravanje njihovih kolonija samo su neki od razloga ugrozenosti tih
letecih sisavaca. Suri orao, ugrozen odumiranjem tradicionalnog stocarstva zbog Zega se
smanjuje kolitina njegova plijena, a time i kvaliteta stanista, povremeno se pojavijuje na
tom podrudju. Porast turizma i rekreativne aktivnosti poput penjanja po liticama utjecu
na uspjesnost gnijezdenja tog najpoznatijeg orla na svijetu. Bilo da je rije¢ o stradavanju
sivog vuka (Canis lupus) na prometnicama i nezakonitom lovu, €ovjek je glavni uzroénik.
Premda je ta vrsta istrijebljena iz gotovo cijele zapadne Europe, Hrvatska je jedna od
rijetkih europskih zemalja u kojoj je populacija vukova ipak ostala o¢uvana!
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Posumljavanje i uredenje
parka Gaj organizirao je
ruski izbjeglica inZenjer

Sumarstva Boris

Hiperborejski izmedu dva

svjetska rata.

The Imotski Lakes area is a home to eight species of bats. The loss of habitat, use of
pesticides, closing of caves and disruption of their colonies, to name a few, are threats to
survival of those flying mammals. The golden eagle, endangered by the disappearance of
traditional livestock farming which decreases the amount of its prey, appears occasionally

in this area. The development of tourism and the rising popularity of recreational activities
like cliff climbing impact their nesting success. Whether by traffic or poaching, the existence

of the grey wolf (Canis lupus) is endangered mainly because of human impact. This species is
extinct in most of western Europe. However Croatia is one of the few countries where the wolf
population still exists!

Jarebicu kamenjarku (Alectoris
graeca ssp. saxatilis) potisnulo
se s njezinih stoljetnih stanista
izmedu ostalog i unosenjem
jarebice ¢ukar
(Alectoris chukar).

Interesting facts.
The introduction of the
Chuckar Partrige (Alectoris
chukar) is one of the reasons

the Rock Partrige (Alectoris
graeca ssp. saxatilis) has
been driven away from its

. amims - |mots ka
bastina

i priroda koja ih okruzuje

Grad Imotski, njegova jezera

izuzetan su spoj prirodne i

ies-old habitats.

The Imotski
heritage

The city of Imotski, its lakes and the
nature surrounding them are an
exceptional combination of natural

239mn.v.

Vrtace nastaju djelovanjem vode na vapnenackoj
podlozi. S obzirom na to da vapnenac omogucava
propusnost vode, ona se skuplja u podzemlju gdje utjece
na stvaranje podzemnih Supljina. Kada se zbog nekog
prirodnog pokreta poput potresa lome stropovi Supljina,
u njima se oblikuju vrtace.

Sinkholes are formed by erosion of limestone bedrock
under the influence of water. Due to limestone’s
permeability, water gathers underground where it
creates caverns. Sinkholes occur when roofs of these
caverns collapse due to natural movements, such as
earthquakes.

Modro jezero nije uvijek potopljeno. Dimenzije mu variraju ovisno o vodostaju, a katkad
i potpuno presusi. Razlog kolebanja vodostaja su pukotine na dnu jezera koje u kisnom
razdoblju izbacuju vodu, a u susnom se pretvaraju u ponore. Nakon potresa 1942. godine,
kada su se veliki kameni blokovi survali u jezero, podzemne pukotine su se prosirile, stoga
je proces zatrpavanja sve zamjetniji. Jezero takoder sve Ze3ce presusuje i tada se na suhom
dnu jezera vide pukotine koje izgledaju poput minijaturnih kratera ugaslih vulkana

Imotska
tvrdava

Tvrdava Topana jedna je od najznacajnijih
utvrda u unutrasnjosti Dalmacije.

The bed of the Blue Lake is not always The lake's ions vary depending on
the water-level, and sometimes it's completely dry. These differences in water-levels are caused
by cracks in the lake bed. During rain periods those cracks eject water, and during dry periods
they become swallow-holes. When large blocks of rock tumbled into the lake during the 1942
earthquake, the underground cracks widened which made the burying process more visible.
Since then, the lake has been drying up more frequently, revealing crevices at the bottom that
ook like miniature craters of idle volcanoes.

The Imotski
fortress

The Topana fortress is one of the most
significant fortresses of inner Dalmatia.

Grad Imotski smjestio se na uzvisini zvanoj Podi. Kao
naseobina postojao je jos u prapovijesno doba, o cemu
svjedoc¢e mnoge gradine. Upravo na ostacima jednog

The city of Imotski is located on a hill called Podi. Many
hill forts bear evidence that it was a settlement during
prehistoric age. The Imotski fortress was built on the

Interesting facts.
Between the two World
Wars the “Gaj” park was
reforested and designed

by a forestry engineer
and Russian refugee Boris
Hiperborejski.

N povijesne bastine.

and historical heritage.

smanoguonens  Djelovanje €ovjeka prijeti o€uvanju domace

;Z:)pw,m,g,m faune. Nastao na prapovijesnim gradinama,

o Imotski se spominje u 10. stoljeéu kao
hrvatska Zupa Emotha. Burna povijest
Imotskog i Imotske krajine ostavila je brojne
tragove iz kojih vuku korijene prepoznatljivi
simboli grada kao Sto su tvrdava
Topana, jezera i crkvica Gospa od Andela.
Uskladenosti izmedu gospodarskog razvoja
i ekoloske ravnotezZe jedan je od najvecih
izazova kada je rijec o zastiti prirode.
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Built on prehistoric monuments, Imotski is
mentioned in the 10* century as a Croatian
parish Emotha. The turbulent history of
Imotski and Imotski border-land has left
numerous traces to which well-known
symbols of the city bear witness: Topana
castle, the lakes and the small Church Our
Lady of Angels.

Crveno i Modro jezero spadaju u najljep3a uda prirode. Duboka
jezera usjecena u kamen postupno su nastajala tijekom tisucljetnog
otapanja kr§a. Imotski i okolicu neko¢ su prekrivale ume hrasta

do kamenjara. “Ljuti krs”, kao i gradski park Gaj, danas prekriva suma
crnog bora, a podruje je umjetno pogumljeno tijekom 20. stoljeca.
Podignut je rasadnik te su uredeni i puteljci - $to je dalo Imotskom jo
jedno znacajno urbano obiljezje.

medunca (Quercus pubescens) i bjelograba (Carpinus orientalls), no zbog
dugotrajnog ljudskog utjecaja ta je Sumska zajednica degradirala gotovo

The Red and the Blue Lake are among the most beautiful natural wonders
The deep lakes carved into stone formed gradually as karst slowly
dissolved over the Imotski and its used to be
covered by Downey Oak (Quercus pubescens) and Oriental Hornbeam
(Carpinus orientalls) forests. The long-term human impact almost caused
the forests to completely vanish. Due to intentional reforestation during
the 20 century “The Barren Karst" as well as the "Gaj" city park are now
covered by a Black Pine forest. A tree nursery and arranged pathways gave
Imotski another significant urban characteristic.

takvog utvrdenog naselja sagradena je i imotska tvrdava.

remains of one such hill fort.

Nastala u 10. stoljecu, tvrdava se smiestila na prirodnom grebenu. Zbog dominantnog
polozaja nad vecim dijelom Imotske krajine tijekom povijesti imala je vazno stratesko
znaenje. Kada su Turci 1493. godine osvojili Imotski, Topana postaje srediste turske viasti
sve do1717. godine, kada prelazi u ruke Mieganima. Godine 1718. unutar tvrdave sagradena
je crkvica Gospe od Andela, zastitnice grada Imotskog. Blagdan Gospe od Andela slavi se 2.
kolovoza i ima poseban znacaj zbog toga 3to sluzi kao podsjetnik na dan kada je kri¢anska
vojska oslobodila Imotsku krajinu od viadavine Turaka. Topana je danas vidikovac, a ljeti se u
njoj odrzavaju kulturna dogadanja.

Built in the 10" century, the fortress is located on a natural clif. Its dominant position above
most of the Imotski border-land gave it strategic significance. When the Turks conquered
Imotski in 1493, Topana became the center of Turkish command until 1717 when it was taken
over by the Venetians. Inside the fortress, in 1718, a small church was built in honor of the patron
saint of Imotski, Our Lady of Angels. Our Lady of Angels is celebrated on the 2nd of August. The
celebration serves as a reminder of the day the Christian army liberated the Imotski border-land
from the Turkish yoke. Today Topana is a viewpoint and hosts cultural activities during summer.
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Nekadasnja granica _
izmedu Osmanskog Carstva oSt
i Mletacke Republike, koja ﬂ

danas razdvaja Republiku
Hrvatsku od Bosne
i Hercegovine, utvrdena je
topovskim hicem
s Topane prema
Imotskom polju.

U podnozju Topane
nalazi se nogometi
| stadion Gospin dolac

At the bottom of Topana
there s a football
stadium "Gospin dolac’

Do obale jezera vode
serpentine od suhozida
Serpentine roads made
of drystone wall lead to
the lake shore

Zanimljivosti.

Godine 1943. na dnu
presusenog Modrog jezera
odigrala se prva nogometna
utakmica. Ta tradicija odrzala
se do dandanas, i to s jednim
vaznim pravilom - rezultat

uvijek mora
ostati nerijesen.

Interesting facts...

> The former border between

el =i the Ottoman Empire and
G0 i the Venetian Republic which
wermmeswame | 4 - now separates Croatia from
Bosnia and Herzegovina was

established by shooting a
cannon ball from Topana to

the Imotski field.

Grad Imotski

The town of imatski

Topana

Topana fortress

Significant landscape
Imotska jezera - Gaj

Prilaz brac¢e Kaliterna 10, 21000 Split, Hrvatska
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Tajne krsa

of karst

Natural wonders of the Imotski border-land
have inspired many stories and legends
about the region attempting to explain the
karst phenomena.

Zanimljivosti...
Rijetkima ¢e uspjeti ubaciti
kamen u Crveno jezero.
Znanost kaZe da je razlog
tome snazno strujanje iznad
jezera zbog kojeg se kamen
vraca medu stijene poput
magneta, a legenda
da je za to kriv

Prirodne ljepote Imotske krajine
nadahnule su stvaranje zavicajnih pric¢a
i legendi kojima su pripovjedaci tezili
objasniti krske fenomene.

cvenomesa Nakon oslobodenja Imotskog od Turaka pocetkom
amaamer 18, stoljeca Ivan Zuane Franceschi $alje u svijet prvi

Znacajni krajobraz Imotska jezera - Gaj

After liberation from the Turks in the early 18 century,
Ivan Zuane Franceschi sent the first description of the Red

Red lake wrinkling in ts

. . . .
s,g n ,ﬁcan t ’an dSCGpe ’m OtS ka jeze ra - Gaj gramzivi Gavan. % recaee opis Crvenog jezera. Taj mletacki vojskovoda u pismu Lake into the world. The Venetian general wrote a letter
A prijatelju piSe: Kada vidis te provalije, pitas se u strahu: a to his friend stating: Upon seeing these chasms one must
4 od cega potekose? wonder, astonished: where did they come from?
= lako danas znamo da su imotska jezera nastala urusavanjem 3upljina u kréu, narodna predaja  Even though it is known today that the Imotski lakes were formed from collapsed caverns, a folk
— jos zivi. Legenda kaze kako je na rubu Crvenog jezera Zivio bogati Gavan. No s obziromnato  legend tells a different story. Once upon a time, the legend says, a rich man called Gavan lived
da je bio gramziv i nemilosrdan, andeo se rasrdio na njega te ga skupa s njegovim dvorima by the edge of the Red Lake. His greed and cruelty made an angel very angry, so the angel sent
“potjerac” u bezdan pa ispunio provaliju vodom. Na tom mijestu nastalo je Crveno jezero, kao  him and his castle into the abyss and filled it with water. Thus was created the Red Lake, as well
i ostala jezera u Imotskoj krajini. Prema imotskoj legendi na rubu Crvenog jezera nalaze sejos  as other lakes in the Imotski border-land. According to the legend, the only thing that remained
samo zidine za koje se govori da su ostaci velikih Gavanovih dvora. are walls of Gavan's castle which still stand at the edge of the Red Lake.
3
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Republika Hrvatska
Republic of Croatia

Carobni krs

Imotska krajina golem je prostor
carobnih oblika krsa koji su

od davnina vrelo inspiracije za
pripovijesti tamosnjih stanovnika.

The magical
karst

The Imotski border-land is a vast
space filled with magical karst
forms that have been intriguing its
inhabitants for ages.

Legende i vilinske price oduvijek se vezuju uz
prirodne fenomene: dubine, pecine i labirinti
u stijenama bude strahopostovanje, ali i
covjekovu mastu!

Legends and fairytales have always been
connected to natural phenomena: depths,
caves and rock labyrinths inspire awe and
imagination.

Zaplesale vile kolo, a kada im bij
dosta plesa, spuste se do vode pok-

U tradicijskom pripovijedanju vile su mitska bi¢a nadnaravnih moéi.
Zive izmedu ovog i onog svijeta, oko voda i na rubovima suma gdje
se pojavljuju u sumrak ili zoru. Cesto Zive na stijenama, u pe¢inama
ili jamama bez dna, stoga brojni lokaliteti duguju svoja imena upravo
njima. Vilinska pe¢ina - u koju €ovjek navodno nikada nije stupio
nalazi se u blizini Modrog jezera. Na serpentini koja vodi do obale
jezera smiestilo se i Vilinsko pocivalo, pecina o nastanku koje govori
imotska legenda.

upiti os rublje r
In the traditional tales fairies are mythical creatures with supernatural i
powers. They live between this and that world, around waters and on
forest borders where they appear at dusk or dawn. They often live on
rocks, in caves or bottomless pits which is why many places were named
after them. The Fairy Cave - where supposedly no human has entered

~ is located near the Blue Lake. The Fairy's Resting Place i situated on
the serpentine road leading to the lake shore. It is a cave whose origin is

jenama oko je

na zaravan pa po

bude samo njihovo, da bude okruglo
kao vilinsko kolo i da ga puni Mjesec

explained by an Imotski legend. moze obuhvatiti svojim s
gom jer bi tada one oje peéine
. ¢uvale grad i jezero i nikada ne bi

. bilo zla i nevremena. Culi to mladi¢i
iveni u blizini pa odluc¢e udovol-
jiti vilinskim Zeljama. Mjesto gdje
su vile plesale i odmarale se obzidaju
kamenim zidom, a na stijenu uklesu
lldtpi VILINSKO POCIVALO.

Imotski

Legenda o Vilinskom pocivalu
The Legend of The Fairy’s Resting Place

started round dancing
When they grew tired of dancing they
descended to the water to collect their
dry clothes scattered on the rocks sur-
rounding the lake. They sat on a pla-
teau and wished that the resting place
was only theirs: that it was round like
a fairy round and that the shiny circle
of a full moon could embrace it, be-
cause that would enable them to pro-
tect the city and the lake from bad
weather and evil. They were overheard
by young men hiding nearby who de-
cided to grant their wishes. They built
a stone wall around the place where
the fairies had rested and chiseled this
$ign: FAIRY’S RESTING PLACE.
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Krsko
prostranstvo

Imotska krajina golemo je
prostranstvo u kojem je priroda
oblikovala jedinstvene krske
fenomene.

The karst
plain

Nature has shaped unique karst
phenomena in the vast plain of the
Imotski border-land.

Smjestena iza planine Biokovo koja je odvaja
od Jadranskog mora, Imotska krajina velikim
se dijelom prostire Imotskim poljem.

Located behind the Biokovo mountain which
separates it from the Adriatic sea, most of
the Imotski border-land spreads across the
Imotski field.

lako se medu mnogobrojnim krékim oblicima isticu jezera ispunjena
vodom (Crveno i Modro jezero), najbrojnija su “suha jezera”. No jezera
nisu jedini prirodni fenomen Imotske krajine. Prolosko jezero il blato
poplavno je polje u kr3u. To prostrano podruge koje zauzima dio
Imotskog polja samo je malim dijelom cijele godine pod vodom, dok je
u razdoblju visokih voda gotovo sasvim poplavijeno. Imotskim poljem
protjece i kr3ka rijeka Vrjika, ponornica koja na toku dugom 70 km
mijenja ime ¢ak pet puta.

Jezera Dva oka jedan
su od pet zvora rjeke.
! Viljke

The Two eyes lakes are:
one out of five sources
of the Vilika river

Zanimljivos
Kada Blato poplavi, brezulj
Manastir postaje otok. Taj
naziv nosi od 15. stoljeca,
kada su se na njemu
nastanili franjevci u bijegu
pred Turcima i na brezuljku
sagradili samostan.

Lakes filled with water are quite unique among the many karst forms (the

Red and the Blue Lake), while the so called “dry lakes” are the most numerous
However, lakes are not the only natural phenomena in the Imotski border-land.
The Prolog lake (Prolosko jezero) or Prolog mud-flats (Prolosko blato) is a karst

floodplain. Just a small part of this vast area in the Imotski field is under
water the whole year round, but during high water-level periods it is almost

completely flooded. A karst sinking river Viljika runs through the Imotski field.

Onits 70 km long journey the river’s name changes as many as five times.

Interesting facts...
When the Mud-flats are
flooded, the Monastery

(Manastir) hill becomes an
island. The hill carries this

name since the 15% century
when it was inhabited by the
Franciscan friars who built
a monastery there seeking
refuge from the Turks.

Crveno jezero

Crveno jezero jedna je od najdubljih
jama Dinarskog krsa.

$piljau Crvenom jezeru

Crveno grotlo jezera

Red crater of the lake

Cave n the Red loke

The Red Lake

The Red Lake is one of the deepest
pits of the Dinaric karst.

Zarazliku 0d Modrog,
dno Crvenog jezera
nalazise ispod razine

is below sea level

Unlike the Blue Lake, the
bottom of the Red Lake

Shematski prikaz
presjeka Crvenog jezera
Schematic cross-section

view of the Red loke

9 cca 16 milijuna m® pitke vode

Jame u krSu nastaju kada voda iz oborina prodire u tlo i
otapa vapnenacke stijene, Sto izaziva stvaranje i Sirenje
Supljina u podzemlju. Kada Supljine postanu prevelike i
vise ne mogu izdrzati teZinu tla, krs se urusava.

Pits are created when precipitation penetrates the soil
and dissolve limestone bedrocks causing the formation
and expansion of underground caverns. When a cavern
becomes too large it collapses under the weight of soil.

Crveni odsjaj jezero duguje boji okolnih stijena po éemu je i dobilo naziv. Smjesteno na
izrazito trusnom podrugju Imotske krajine, jezero ima dvostruk postanak  sastavljeno je
od dviju udubina razligite starosti nastalih uslijed potresa. S obzirom na to da ne ovisi o
lokalnim oborinama, ve¢ se opskrbljuje vodom iz podzemnih izvora, Crveno jezero nikada
ne presusuje.

The lake owes its name to the reflection of the red rocks surrounding it. Located in the extremely
seismic area of the Imotski border-land it has @ double origin - it is composed of two hollows of
different age, both caused by earthquakes. Since it is supplied by underground springs, instead
of precipitation, the Red Lake is never dry.

Interesting facts...

Few are those who manage
to throw a stone into the Red
Lake. Scientific explanation is
that this occurs due to strong

currents circling above the

lake which send the thrown
stone like a magnet back
among the rocks. The legend,
however, blames it on greedy
Gavan.

Imotska gaovica
(Delminichtys adspersus)
obitava jedino u
Crvenom jezeru, dok je
basak (Rutilus bosak)
pronasao stanite i u
obliznjem Modrom
jezeru

Spotted Minnow 3

(Delminichtys adspersus) .

Dalmatian Roach
(Rutilus basak) has
expanded s habitat to
the Blue Loke os well

Crveno jezero
predstavia golem
izazov speleoroniocima
The Red Lake presents
ahuge challenge for
speleo-divers

Interesting facts...
There are two endemic fish
species in the Red Lake
area - Spotted Minnow and
Dalmatian Roach. Both are
related to Carp and belong
to the same Cyprinidae
family.

Zanimljivosti...
Na podrugju Crvenog jezera
nalazimo dvije endemske

vrste riba — basaka i imotsku
gaovicu. Obje vrste srodne
su Saranu i spadaju u istu
porodicu Cyprinidae.






