0Od 1964. godine Grapceva Spilja je ~ Since 1964, Grapceva Cave is a protected
zaStiena kao geomorfoloski spomenik  geomorphological natural monument.
prirode. Od 1996. pak godine njome  Since 1996, it has been managed by the
upravlja Javna ustanova za upravljanje  Public Institution for the Protected Natural
zaSticenim prirodnim vrijednostima na  Values Management in the County of Split
podrucju Splitsko-dalmatinske Zupanije. and Dalmatia. So far only archaeological
Dosad su u Grapcevoj spilji radena samo  researches have been conducted in the
arheoloska istrazivanja; Ustanova je  cave. However, the Institution has begun
zapocela 1 temeljna biospeleoloska  with basic biospeleological researches,
istrazivanja koja trebaju utvrditi nulto  whose aim is to establish present status
stanje, a u buducnosti ce se obavljati stalni  and conduct a permanent monitoring in
monitoring. Zabiljezene su 1 opisane dvije  the future. There are found and discribed
endemske vrste paukova: Berusia insulana  two endemic species of spiders: Berusia
Kratochvil et. E. Miller, 1939 1 Sulcia  insulana Kratochvil et. F. Miller, 1939
inferna Kratochvil, 1938.  and Sulcia inferna Kratochvil, 1938.

Ureden je i neposredan prilaz Spilji te je
uvedena rasvjeta (solarno napajanje).
The immediate cave access was enabled
and lighting was introduced (solar power

supply).

Spomenik prirode je pojedinacan neizmijenjeni dio ili skupina dijelova zive ili nezive
prirode, koji ima ekolosku, znanstvenu, estetsku ili odgojno-obrazovnu vrijednost. U
Grapcevoj Spilji, spomeniku prirode, zabranjuje se: samostalno ulazenje i kretanje bez
vodstva za to ovlastenih osoba te izvan uredene staze, ulazak ku¢nim ljubimcima,
ostecCivanje sastavnica Spilje i ugradene opreme, konzumiranje hrane i pica, uporaba
audiouredaja i stvaranje buke, pusenje, fotografiranje i elektronicko snimanje, osim uza
suglasnost Javne ustanove na nacin utvrden Zakonom.

A natural monument is an individual unmodified segment or a group of segments of
animate or inanimate nature that has an ecological, scientific, aesthetic or educational
value. Therefore, in the natural monument Grapceva Cave it is forbidden to enter and
move around without authorized persons and outside designated routes. It is also forbidden
to enter with pets, damage cave segments and installed equipment, consume food and
beverages, use audio devices and make noise, smoke, take photos and tape, unless there
is a permission issued by the Public Institution in a way determined by the Law.
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Unutrasnjost Grapceve Spilje s oznazenom nadmorskom visinom pojedinih njenih dijelova
Interior of Grapceva Cave with indi¢ations of various sea-levels
Izvor / Source: Grga Novak: Prethistorijski Hvar (1955.)
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Za posjet Grapcevoj Spilji najaviti se na  If you wish to visit Grapceva Cave, please
tel. 099/ 577-1770.  call 099/ 577-1770.

JAVNA USTANOVA ZA UPRAVLJANJE ZASTI(:JENIM
PRIRODNIM VRIJEDNOSTIMA NA PODRUCJU
SPLITSKO-DALMATINSKE ZUPANIJE

PUBLIC INSTITUTION FOR THE PROTECTED NATURAL VALUES
MANAGEMENT IN THE COUNTY OF SPLIT AND DALMATIA

GRAPCEVA SPILJA
GEOMORFOLOSKI SPOMENIK PRIRODE

Spilja se moze posjetiti ponedjeljkom,
srijedom 1 subotom u razdoblju od

15. lipnja do 15. rujna s polaskom iz
Humeca u 9:00 sati. U ostalom dijelu godine
posjet Spilji moguc¢ je po dogovoru.

The cave can be visited on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Saturdays from June 15
to September 15, with departure from
Humac at 9 am. The cave may be also visited
out of season upon prior arrangement.

JAVNA USTANOVA ZA UPRAVLJANJE ZASTICENIM PRIRODNIM
VRIJEDNOSTIMA NA PODRUCJU SPLITSKO-DALMATINSKE ZUPANIJE

PUBLIC INSTITUTION FOR THE PROTECTED NATURAL VALUES
MANAGEMENT IN THE COUNTY OF SPLIT AND DALMATIA

Prilaz brace Kaliterna 10, 21000 SPLIT, HRVATSKA / CROATIA
Tel.: +385 (0)21 332-322, Tel./fax: +385 (0)21 490-029
e-mail: info@dalmatian-nature.hr
www.dalmatian-nature.hr
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GRAPCEVA CAVE
GEOMORPHOLOGICAL NATURAL MONUMENT
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Grapceva $pilja, kolijevka hvarske kulture
1 civilizacije, najvazniji prapovijesni nalaz
iz mladega kamenog doba (5000 - 4000
god. pr. Krista), jedno je od najstarijih
nalaziSta na Jadranu i Mediteranu. Nalazi
se u srediSnjemu dijelu otoka Hvara
(Op¢ina Jelsa), oko 1 km jugozapadno od
zaselka Humca, istocno od sela Gromin
Dolac.

Grapceva Cave, a cradle of Hvar’s culture
and civilization, the most important
prehistorical find of the Early Stone Age,
dating from between 5000 and 4000 B.
C., is one of the oldest sites on the Adriatic
and Mediterranean. It is located in the
central part of the island of Hvar (Jelsa
municipality), about 1 km southwest of
the hamlet of Humac, east of the village
of Gromin dolac.

Ulaz u Spilju nalazi se na priblizno 225 m
nadmorske visine, na skrovitom 1 relativno
nepristupa¢nu mjestu. Najprije se ulazi u
manju dvoranu veli¢ine oko 13,5 mx 5 m.
Na nju se u cjelinu nadovezuje glavna
dvorana veli¢ine oko 22 m x 23 m, koja je
unato¢ mnogim unistavanjima uspjela
ocuvati svoju prirodnu ljepotu s
mnogobrojnim stalagmitima, stalaktitima,
stupovima i niSama.

The cave entrance is located at about 225
m above the sea level, on a hidden and
relatively inaccessible place. The cave
consists of two halls: the first and smaller
hall (13,5m x5 m) extends into the main
hall (22 mx 23 m), which, despite
numerous devastations, has managed to
preserve its natural beauty rich in
stalagmites, stalactites, pillars and niches.

U podnoZju Spilje smjestila se mala uvala
Virak, u kojoj se nalazi izvor pitke vode.
Podizanjem morske razine taj je izvor danas
potopljen i ponasa se kao vrulja, no upravo
Jje poradi tog izvora Grapceva Spilja
neprekidno bila koriStena od neolitika do
bronc¢anoga doba.

At the foot of the cave there is a small bay
called Virak, hiding a spring of freshwater.
Due to sea level rise the spring was sunk and
today it acts like an underwater spring.
However, this spring was the reason why
Grapceva Cave was permanently used from
the Neolithic to the Bronze Age.

Stalagmites, stalactites and stalagmites
adorning the cave remind of silenced pipe
organ from past times, creating an
impression of silence and echo and
providing a magnificent and unforgettable
appearance.

The first researches of the cave were
conducted by the natural scientist Grgur
Bucic¢ in 1870 and 1884. Academician Grga
Novak continued the archeological research
from 1947 to 1952 in a more detailed and
systematical manner. Material collected
through researches enabled determination
of a new cultural phenomenon in the
prehistory on the east Adriatic coast for
the first time - the so-called Hvar-Lisicici
culture of the Late Neolithic.

Prva istrazivanja Spilje proveo je
prirodoslovac Grgur Buci¢ 1870. 1 1884.
godine. Detaljna studiozna arheoloska
istrazivanja obavlja tek akademik Grga
Novak i to vrlo sustavno, od 1947. do
1952. godine. Istrazivanjima prikupljen
materijal omogucio je da se prvi put odredi
nova kulturna pojava u prapovijesti na
istocnoj jadranskoj obali - hvarsko-lisici¢ka
kultura kasnoga neolitika.
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Stalagmiti, stalaktiti i stalagmati koji krase
Spilju nalikuju na utihnule orgulje proslih
vremena, stvarajuci ugodaj tiSine i jeke,
pruzajuéi veliCanstven i nezaboravan
izgled.

Spilja je vjerojatno sluzila kao kultno
mjesto. Neki smatraju da je mjesto gdje
se Odisej borio s Kiklopom Polifemom u
Homerovu epu "Odiseja” upravo Grapceva
Spilja.

The cave probably served as a cultist place.
Some believe that it was Grapceva Cave
where Odysseus fought against the cyclops
Polyphemus in Homer’s epic poem
Odyssey.

Sistematskim iskapanjima akademika Grge
Novaka u Spilji su otkrivena tri kulturna
sloja od kojih je najzanimljiviji neoliticki
sloj, bogat ornamentiranom i obojenom
keramikom. Keramika je ukrasena
crtezima brodica, iz ¢ega se moze zakljuciti
da je Hvar vec tada odrzavao trgovacke
veze s udaljenim krajevima. Najstariji
prikaz broda u Europi pronaden je na
ulomku jedne keramicke vaze iz Grapceve
Spilje. Arheoloske iskopine nalaze se u
Muzeju hvarske bastine na Hvaru te u
Arheoloskomu muzeju u Splitu.

Systematic archeological excavations in
the cave conducted by the academician
Grga Novak resulted in discovery of three
cultural layers out of which the most
interesting is the Neolithic layer, rich in
adorned and colored pottery. Drawings of
ships adorn the pottery and therefore it
may be concluded that already at that time
Hvar maintained trade connections with
remote regions. The oldest drawing of a
ship is found on a piece of a ceramic vase
from Grapceva Cave. Archeological finds
are exhibited in the Hvar Heritage Museum
and in the Archaeological Museum, Split.




